trying to do everywhere in the poem is to express exactly some-
thing seen, something felt or experienced... Savitri is the record
of a seeing, of an experience which is not of the common kind
and is often very far from what the general human mind sees
and experiences."
Savitri is divided into 3 parts. The 1st p'art contains 3
books with as many as 24 cantos. The 1st book has been
entitled by the author the Book of Beginnings. One who has
read the Mahabharata in its entirety is apt to compare the
'Book of Beginnings' with the Adi Parba of the Mahabharata.
Like the Adi Parba of the Mahabharata the subsequent elabo-
ration of Part I at least has been put in a nutshell in this
Book of Beginnings.
The background of 'Savitri' is a legend, an ancient story,
narrated by the Sage Markandaya to Yudhistir (in the Maha-
bharat) when the Pandavas remained in exile in the forest.
The story runs thus:
In days of yore, there was a virtuous king in Madra named
Aswapati who had no issue to inherit his throne and kingdom.
With the purpose of getting sons born to him, he propitiated
the goddess Savitri - the wedded partner of Brahma - and
performed Tapasya observing Brahtnacharya, regulated his
dietary taking the curtailed food at regular intervals - once on
the 6th period of the day - for 18 long years. After this period
of strict observance of the rites the Goddess Savitri having been
propitiated appeared before him and granted him a boon on
consultation with the Creator Brahma, The boon was to the
effect that Aswapati was to get a daughter of extraordinary
beauty and prowess born to him ere long and that he was to
accept the boon as this had been approved by the Creator
Brahma himself.
Sometime after, a daughter was indeed born to Aswapati's
Malavya queen, who was the eldest of the queens and the
daughter was named Savitri after the name of the Goddess.
The daughter ^Savitri grew in age - her attainments and
prowess were so extraordinary that no king or prince dared to
accept ;ber as his spouse. The father, King Aswapati, became
anxious for the marriage of the daughter, who had already
passed marriageable age and finding no other way told